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Quality missing in techical education: Pallam Raju 

PTI | Dec 30, 2013, 06.26 PM IST 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Union HRD minister Pallam Raju on Monday said the quality of technical education in the 

country should be improved and graduates should be given skill training to equip them meet requirements of industry.  

 

Though the number of engineering graduates passing out annually in the country was high, majority of them were not 

"industry-ready" to meet the demands expected by their employers, Raju said, after inaugurating the new regional office 

of All India Council For Technical Education here.  

 

"The technical education sector in the country is in the growth path. Though ours is one of the largest technical 

education sectors in the world and the number of engineering graduates passing out annually are very high, the quality 

factor is missing," he said.  

 

"Parameters should be set to improve the quality of students and the faculty of the sector. Institutions in the rural, 

backward and underprivileged areas should be given more focus since they may not be able to cater to all stringent 

requirements demanded by AICTE," he said.  

 

The AICTE was looking forward for more tie-ups with industry players to impart its graduates skill training to equip them 

to fulfill the demands of their employers, he said.  

 

"As majority of our engineering graduates are not industry-ready, the employers are forced to give them special training 

to equip them to meet their demands. It is a shortcoming of our technical education system," he said.  

 

AICTE recently had a tie-up with BSNL on this mode, he said.  

 

Echoing his opinion, Union minister of state for HRD Shashi Tharoor said a collaboration of academia and industry should 

be promoted to improve quality of technical education.  

 

He also said with the coming up of the new regional office of AICTE at Sreekaryam near here, the stakeholders of the 

state and Lakshadweep need not travel to its Bangalore office to fulfil their requirements.  

 

Chief minister Oommen Chandy and AICTE chairman Dr S S Mantha also attended the function. 

The Tlegraph 

Sibal U-turn on foreign varsities 

- Moots plan in HRD, objects to it in law  

BASANT KUMAR MOHANTY 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/HRD-minister
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/AICTE
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Shashi-Tharoor
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New Delhi, Dec. 30: A year is a long time in politics. For Kapil Sibal, it seems true about policy too. 

A move to allow foreign institutions to set up campuses in India and give degrees, initiated by the 

HRD ministry when Sibal helmed it last year, is being questioned by the law ministry that he heads now. 

The law ministry has raised several questions on a set of draft rules of the University Grants Commission 

(UGC) — under the HRD ministry — to allow foreign institutes to operate as not-for-profit entities. 

The rules were framed as a bill to permit overseas universities has been hanging fire in Parliament since 2010 

because of lack of consensus among parties. Sibal was HRD minister when the process of framing the UGC 

rules and allowing such entities began last year, sources said. 

But the law ministry he heads now doesn’t seem persuaded by the UGC (Establishment and Operation of 

Campuses of Foreign Educational Institutions) Rules. 

With the Foreign Education Providers’ Bill stuck in Parliament, overseas institutions are unable to set up 

campuses as there is no legal framework for them to operate. 

Under the draft UGC rules, only foreign institutions that figure among the top 400 universities of the world will 

be allowed to set up campuses. This will be based on rankings published by Times Higher Education, 

Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) or the Academic Rankings of World Universities (ARWU) by Shanghai Jiao Tong 

University. 

But the law ministry has asked whether a foreign university can set up base here and offer degrees in the 

absence of a specific law enacted by Parliament. The UGC Act does not have provisions to allow such varsities 

and their degrees, law ministry officials said. 

Former UGC secretary R.K. Chauhan said the higher education regulator had initiated a similar move in the 

1990s but the HRD ministry had rejected the proposal citing the UGC Act. 

“The ministry had turned down the UGC proposal in 1990s when it had prepared similar regulations. I do not 

understand how they are doing the same thing now,” Chauhan said. 

However, sources in the HRD ministry — now headed by Sibal’s Congress colleague M. Pallam Raju — 

defended the fresh move. They argued that under the draft rules, the degrees awarded by overseas institutes in 

India would be treated as foreign qualifications that shall be subject to equivalence accorded by Association of 

Indian Universities (AIU) for further study or government jobs. 

“The degrees to be offered by the FEIs (foreign educational institutes) will be treated as foreign degrees, not 

Indian. The students will have to seek equivalence certificates from the AIU in the same way that those from 

foreign universities (who study abroad) do now,” an HRD ministry official said.  

The law ministry has raised another issue —penalties for rule violations by foreign institutions. The UGC draft 

rules peg them at Rs 50 lakh to Rs 1 crore.  

The penalty under the UGC Act for Indian institutions is only Rs 1,000. The law ministry has cited this and 

asked how fines could be raised to such high levels for overseas entities. 

The HRD ministry official, however, said an amendment was planned in the UGC Act to remove the 

incongruity. UGC chairperson Ved Prakash declined comment on the objections. 

Kapil Sibal  
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The law ministry’s reservations have come despite two other wings of the government — the department of 

industrial policy and promotion under the commerce ministry and the department of economic affairs in the 

finance ministry — supporting the overall plan. 

 

IIT-Bhubaneswar to promote research  
 

 

IANS 

Bhubaneswar, Dec 30: The Indian Institute of Technology-Bhubaneswar (IIT-B) has inked a research-oriented pact with the US based Dr. Dash 

Foundation (DDF), official statement said on Monday. 

The memorandum of understanding between IIT-B and the Minneapolis-based DDF was signed at the weekend to carry out research and 

development in the field of probiotics and pharmaceutical products, DDF statement said. 

According to the pact DDF will sponsor the setting up of "SK Dash center of excellence of bio-sciences and engineering and technology" at the IIT-
Bhubaneswar, it said. 

Chairman of the DDF S.K. Dash, is considered to be the pioneer in the field of probiotics globally. 

Probiotics are organisms such as bacteria or yeast that are believed to improve health. 

http://www.ianslive.in/index.php?param=news/IIT_Bhubaneswar_to_promote_research-

407563/SCIENCE%20&%20TECHNOLOGY/36 

 

Femina Miss India prelims at IIT-Kharagpur 

Jhimli Mukherjee Pandey,TNN | Dec 31, 2013, 02.47 AM IST 

KOLKATA: IIT Kharagpur will hold the preliminary rounds of the country's biggest beauty pageant - Femina Miss India - 

on its campus in 2014. 

 

The pre-regional round of the Femina Miss India beauty contest will be held on the IIT Kharagpur campus as part of the 

http://www.ianslive.in/index.php?param=news/IIT_Bhubaneswar_to_promote_research-407563/SCIENCE%20&%20TECHNOLOGY/36
http://www.ianslive.in/index.php?param=news/IIT_Bhubaneswar_to_promote_research-407563/SCIENCE%20&%20TECHNOLOGY/36
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Jhimli-Mukherjee-Pandey.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Indian-Institute-of-Technology-Kharagpur
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institute's annual high wattage Spring Fest. 

 

The organizers have slotted the two-hour beauty show on the final day of the three-day cultural and musical 

extravaganza that starts on January 30 has factored in the two-hour beauty show on the final day. The institute has 

already launched a website in association with Femina and registrations have started for the pre-regional round (east) 

that will see contestants from Bengal, Bihar, Odisha, Chattisgarh, Eastern UP, Jharkhand and the seven North Eastern 

states. 

 

The Femina beauty pageant had earlier helped helped celebrity models and actors like Sushmita Sen, Aishwarya Rai 

Bachchan and Priyanka Chopra to shoot to famewill hold the mandatory pre-regional round auditions for the east zone 

at the Kharagpur campus and shortlist finalists for the regional rounds. 

 

This is the first time that this mandatory round is being organized happening in association with an educational campus. 

"We wanted Spring Fest to catch the national eyeballs and hence decided on this tie-up. We are happy that it clicked," 

said Ujjwal Murarka, a student and a member of the core organizing team. 

 

The Spring Fest website hosted by the institute says that any unmarried Indian girl between the age group of 18 and 25, 

who is at least 5 feet 6 inches tall, can register for the contest. Already, 150 applications have come. 

 

Though the organizing team under instructions from Femina maintains confidentiality about who these applicants are, 

they said that several girls from the campus itself will take part. Every hostel at the institute sports posters announcing 

the pageant. 

 

The contestants will have to participate in a black evening gown round where the judges will look not only for skin deep 

beauty but also things like confidence and presence of mind. The three finalists of the pre-regional rounds here will get 

direct entry to the regional rounds. 

 

"Yes, it is a bold move on the part of the students. Times have changed and fests these days are becoming high profile. 

However, all's well that ends well," said director of IIT Kharagpur P P Chakraborty. 

 

Though the panel of judges is yet to be finalised, The team of judges will be led by Shrishti Rana, Miss Asia Pacific 2013. 

IITs offer new BTech branch, Political Engineering, after 

Kejriwal is second IITian to become CM 

December 29, 2013 | Filed under: Latest | Posted by: UnReal Mama 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Sushmita-Sen
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Aishwarya-Rai
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Priyanka-Chopra
http://www.theunrealtimes.com/category/latest/
http://www.theunrealtimes.com/author/admin/
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The IIT senate has given the go ahead for a new four year 

engineering program to be offered those cracking JEE: Political Engineering. This is in keeping with the new 

zeitgeist: writing books and becoming famous like Chetan Bhagat is passe, so are technology startups or joining 

Ibanks, consulting firms or technology giants. Starting a political mass movement is the in thing and Arvind 

Kejriwal is many a budding IITian’s role model. 

This shift in attitudes has been catalyzed be Kejriwal’s meteoric political rise to CMship. Goa CM Mamohar 

Parrikar is also an IIT alumnus while Jairam Ramesh, another IIT alumnus, boasts of enjoying proximity to the 

Nehru-Gandhis as a key strategist in the Congress. 

Ravi Jain, a maths Olympiad gold medallist and putative JEE topper, says he will opt for Political Engineering 

from IIT Delhi. “Delhi has the best ecosystem for political startups with awesome avenues for learning on the 

job,” Jain says. He hopes to intern with AAP for his third year project but plans to start his own political  outfit 

after graduation with the lofty aim of capturing power in his home state, Rajasthan. “No fun working for AAP 

now, yaar,” he reckons. “It’s already too big and I prefer taking the entrepreneurial route than joining 

established parties.” Another potential IIT student, Thomas Varghese from Kerala, is more circumspect and 

wants to get placed at a high level with either AAP or Congress. 

IIT Delhi has roped in some stars for pivotal courses: Arvind Kejriwal has agreed to offer guest lectures and 

mentor students planning to start their own political ventures with inputs on marketing, brand building, fund 

raising etc. Nitish Kumar has also offered to take a course of Social Engineering 101 while Jairam Ramesh may 

conduct a fourth year elective “soft skills to deal with Rahul Gandhi”. 

 


